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do is get
him back

on track

By Dave Pego
American-Statesman Staff

about running to
rees 1in his

care.

Then imagine a kind-
hearted horse breeder
who donates a struggling
gray Arabian racehorse to
a home for troubled
Leens.,

Skip ahead, and imag-
ine the trainer teaching
the Arabian racehorse
that he can be a winner if
he only learns to pace
himself, And imagine the
racehorse trotting proud-
ly to the finish line after
winnitg his first race.
Imagine the smiles on the
troubled teens' faces as

he makings of a good
movie are all there,
Imagine a former col-
lege track athlete who
becomes a horse trainer,
then applies what he was taught

Staff photos by Taylor Johnson
arden Hill Ranch School

the_)’r learn that even losers can change their luck.

“n imagine the troubled teens turning their lives
around and taking jobs in the racing industry, maybe as
successful jockeys and trainers e

he movie could be based on a true story. So far, the
on)y.t.hmg Imaginery is the last reel. And don’t bet that
won't happen, either. The troubled teens are getting a
good dose of horse sense, and for the first time many of
them are looking toward the future.

"I would have been happy if they had just gone to
the races and done well, but he won and they got a blan-
ket,” says Les Crane, kindhearted horse breeder.

Crane, who owns

in Austin and has been :
instrumental in introduc-
" fng Arabian horse racing
Lo Texas, had donated
horses to the Darden Hill
Ranch School before. But
the 5-year-old, gray
Arabian, named Juan de
Lin, was the first races.
horse he ever gave to the
facility for troubled
teens.

“He had done fairly
well in California, but he
had a little trainer trou-
ble,” says Crane. *'1
moved him to different
trainer and that didn’t

See Gift, D4
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Darden Hill Ranch School co-founder Charles Campise, at
Manor Downs, says horses play an important role in helping
troubled teens turn their lives around.
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Gift horse’s track record improves

Continued from D1

work either. Sometimes they
click and sometimes they don't.

boys for the most part who
aren’t college material, but
we're telling them they can be

this is something sgecial. Maybe
we can help these kids.”
Campise says he has no

his own tricks. :
“I wanted to train them like
I was trained,”’ Carden says. ‘I

' ) ' doubt that the racehorse’s suc-  an assistant veterinarian or a
%0 by !)’rought him back to Jl:l::s:%mfer g et cess will have a positive effect groom. We're telling them they
exzs&er bei iven to Darden The daily training sessions on many of the ranch’s resi- can go to a tecl:lmca] choor(;}ea:tsl
Hill Ranch S‘é%&?& h o?;e with Juan de Lin began to pay dents. Horses have long been get a two-year ?gtlj e‘:l-s e b
was put under the ee of for- | off. He placed second in an Aug. played an important role in !;he racing ass:omaTll()) + gi
car ' 15 race for Arabians at the helping troubled teens turn mg.scholarshlps. e boys are
1 mmer oollm SRS ek Allete K.C, = Gillespie County racetrack, their lives around at the Darden  seeing an avenue to an occupa-
[ et A ho " then on Aug. 23, he came from  Hill Ranch School. tion they, can do when they
1 come 8 long wav in their five  behind to win his first race. . Boys regularly ride horses that ~ grow up.” o
' al iful  have been donatec r ~ That’s the case with 13-
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didn’t know a lot about
~ Arabians, who handle a bit dif-

and thoroughbreds to which
Carden was more accustomed.

Arabians are superior long-dis-

ferently than the quarter horses
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beginning, the feeling
was somewhat mutual. Carden

orv. <\ | ,,. :,&n,s
ing and hollering. I was just

screaming so hard because I

was so happy.”’
The gift horse has not only

thrilled the boys, but its success

has given a financial boost to
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| Bée bén ked to shoulder. All

the Darden Hill Ranch School, a
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of the boys receive a horseman-
ship merit badge through the
ranch’s Scouting program.
‘“We feel the horses are a
primary reason why the chil-
dren don’t run off,”” Campise
says. ‘“These are children who
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says. ‘‘I think it would be fun to
ride horses for a living.”

J.D. is so interested in the
profession that he sought out
Juan de Lin’s jockey and asked
him where to begin.

“He said there’s a lot of

NS P TS, nonprofit facility starting its have bombed out of a dozen hard work involved,” J.D. says.
But Carden brushed up on 20th year. The school is located  other places. We’re one of the “But when you win, it all pays
the breed a little and soon both 11 the Driftwood community, few places in the state that off. I've learned you've got to
he and Juan de Lin were on zbouj: 20 miles southwest of takes the really tough kids.” work hard before you have
track toward improving the ustin. Campise believes so much in fun.”

racehorse’s performance.

“We cleared over $1,000 in

the stabilizing influence of the

: 4 two races”’ says ranch co- And as for Juan de Lin?
Carden says his main con- founder Charles Camn; horses that he took Juan de :
cern s tting the horse not om’}‘ ;,: moﬁg ;iv asarrr;g;if}.' i Lin’s winnings and purchased Well, that story is far from

to run himself out at the begin-
ning of a race. The gray

profit. Carden volunteers his
time as a trainer, and the horse

another horse. |
““We bought a 10-year-old

finished. He’s not going to rest
on his laurels.

Arabian typically went out too black horse — a small one,” “Nm’v that. we've won .
quickly, then would slow as {;;S Oxf}f?gi:lze:tchl}zrng:f It;:;;%’lnf;ees Campise says. “Adults can ride .o o We I going to go Sgalnss
fatigue overcame him. | where it has been training, The  Bim, and so can 6-year-olds. séoargf gg: iler ﬁ?v’:,’?e tlthI‘lt,.

Carden knows quite a bit horse’s jockey, David Shepler, And we also bought two sad- for tl?e ri h{Sface iir:’l}v al1'()1{lbag-
about race strategy. He was a doesn’t charge the ranch unless  9les. ~ bly get a xgnonth’s. rest tﬁen will
standout track athlete at Dallas  Juan de Lin claims a share of Campise thinks several of run again o
Roosevelt High School, and he the purse. his boys will wind up finding “We're figuring he can run
ran for Oklahoma State ““The money the horse wins ~ work someday in the growing

University for four years in the
late 1980s. Naturally, when he

is money they can use to help
the kids,”” Carden says. “I fig-

Texas horse-racing industry.
“They’re making acquain-

eight to 10 races a year for sev-
eral more years, as long as he’s

! healthy. ‘““We’re not going into
fulfilled a childhood dream to ure by doing this for these kids  tances with people who are the racehorse business, but this
become a horse trainer, he I can help one or two of them making a living as jockeys and is something nice that people
decided to teach them a few of better their lives. It seems like trainers,’”’ he says. ‘“We have have done for us.”
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“T want to be a jockey,” J.D.
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